THE  GREAT  YARMOUTH  URBAN  AND  PORT  SANITARY  AUTHORITY. 
SUMMARY  OF  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH’S  REPORT  FOR  1916. 


Population  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General  for  the  middle  of  1916 
For  purposes  of  calculating  the  death-rate  ... 

„ „ birth-rate  ... 

Assessable  value  of  District 

Product  of  a penny  General  District  Rate  (3/8  in  the  £) 

Product  of  a penny  in  all  other  Rates  (4/2  in  the  £) 


47,514 

51,696 

£257,551 

£810 

£826 


Total  Revenue 

Net  Indebtedness 

Births  registered  during  1916... 

Birth  rate  (calculated  as  above) 

Net  Deaths  of  Residents  in  1916 

aNet  Death  Rate  ...  ...  .;. 

aDeath  Rate  as  corrected  by  the  Registrar  General’s  factor  of  correction 
Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year 
Infantile  Death  Rate  per  1000  births  registered 
aDeath  Rate  from  Zymotic  Diseases  (including  diarrhoea  in  infants) 


£143,009 

£339,705 

1001 

19.3 

818 

17.2 

14.9 

98 

97 

1.4 


a N.B. — These  rates  have  little  value,  owing  to  the  civil  population  being 
merely  an  estimate,  and  the  age  and  sex  distribution  being 
entirely  unknown. 

There  was  no  further  change  in  the  Staff  during  the  year,  the  same  five 
members  being  still  absent  on  Service. 


The . Infant  Mortality  Rate  of  97  per  1,000  is  the  lowest  of  which  I 
have  any  record,  war  conditions  thus  appearing  to  have  no  appreciable  adverse 
effect.  This  is  confirmed  by  the  reports  of  the  Health  Visitors,  who  found  a 
marked  general  improvement  in  home  conditions,  and  in  my  own  experience  as 
School  Medical  Officer,  I found  that  the  children  had  never  been  better  nourished 
and  clothed  during  my  nine  years’  experience. 


The  Health  Visitors,  in  connection  with  Infant  and  Child  Welfare,  paid 
a total  of  4,285  home  visits  during  the  year.  The  total  number  of  infants 
visited  was  1,560 


The  percentage  of  Births  attended  by  Medical  Men  was  72.4  and  by 
Midwives  27.6. 


The  principaf  causes  of  Deaths  showed  no  unusual  features,  the  chief 
points  of  interest  being  an  increase  in  Measles  (see  below),  a slight  increase  in 
Whooping  Cough,  a marked  decrease  in  Diarrhceall  Diseases,  and  in  the  Wasting 
Diseases  of  Infants. 

The  Notifications  of  Infectious  Disease  were  as  follows  : — Scarlet 
Fever,  52  ; Enteric  Fever,  24  ; Diphtheria,  92  ; Erysipelas,  35  ; Ophthalmia 
Neonatorum,  16  ; Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  74  ; other  Tuberculosis  Diseases,  22  ; 
Measles,  1389  ; and  German  Measles,  24. 

Measles  and  German  Measles  became  compulsorily  notifiable  in  January, 
1916,  which  happened  to  coincide  with  the  incidence  of  our  local  triennial 
outbreak.  During  the  three  months  the  outbreak  continued,  the  method  of 
attempting  to  control  it  by  school  class  closure,  on  the  occurrence  of  the  first 
case  in  the  class,  was  given  a thorough  trial.  This  method  appeared  to  have  no 
permanent  effect  and  I am  unable  to  recommend  it  for  further  trial.  The 
individual  method  (notification,  visitation  at  home,  exclusion  from  school  for  a 
definite  period)  was  also  adopted  throughout  and  continues  in  operation.  It  is  to 
this  visitation  at  home  that  I attribute  to  some  extent  the  low  mortality  of  17 
out  of  1389  cases. 


The  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  admitted  to  the  Isolation  Hospital, 
were  as  follows : — Scarlet  Fever,  46  ; Enteric  Group,  24 ; Diphtheria,  84  ; 
Total  154. 


Little  difficulty  arose  during  the  year  in  dealing  with  conditions  arising 
from  the  Naval  and  Military  situation,  and  no  matter  worthy  of  special  mention 
occurred. 

Cases  of  sickness  in  the  Port  were  four  only — Rheumatism,  Heart 
Disease,  Bronchitis  and  Influenza. 

The  Sanitary  work  has  been  well  maintained  notwithstanding  difficulties 
of  staffing.  The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector’s  duties  as  Food  Inspector  have  been 
considerably  increased  by  the  continuous  inspection  of  tinned  ration  manufacture. 


The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report  for  the  year  includes  the 


following  totals  : — 

Food  adulterations 

4 

Unsound  Food  seized  and  destroyed — 

Meat 

over  29  cwt. 

Fruit 

10  lbs. 

Fish 

l£  tons 

Carcases  condemned  for  tuberculosis — 

Cows 

4 

Bullock 

1 

Pig 

1 

Complaints  received  and  attended  to 

475 

House  to  House  Inspections  (special) 

557 

Visits  in  connection  with  Infectious  Diseases 

1343 

Re-inspections  to  ascertain  progress  of  Sanitary  Notices  ... 

4858 

Other  inspections 

2427 

Works  carried  out  under  89  Statutory,  and  359  Preliminary 

Notices 

2261 

Drains  tested 

475 

„ found  defective  ... 

124 

The  Port  Sanitary  Inspector  reports  having  inspected 

483  sea-going 

vessels  and  59  canal  boats  during  the  year.  Defects  were  found  in  98  cases, 

necessitating  the  issue  of  90  orders.  All  defects  were  remedied  without  delay. 

A.  N.  STEVENS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health.. 


